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Introduction 
 
Executive Order D 2013-004, issued by Governor John W. Hickenlooper on May 8, 
2013, directed the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (“Commission”) to 
review its enforcement program, penalty structure, and imposition of fines, and by 
December 10 each year, report “on all violations, any and all penalties imposed 
regarding violations, and the rationale for the calculation of final penalty 
assessments, including fines.”  
 
This report satisfies the annual requirement to report on violations and penalties 
described above.  
 
This Report provides statistics at the Notice of Alleged Violation (“NOAV”) level and 
at the Enforcement Order level. Contents include the following tables:  
 
1.  2018 Commission Enforcement Orders Summary  
2.  2018 Commission Enforcement Orders  
3.  2018 Commission Notices of Alleged Violation Summary  
4.  2018 Commission Notices of Alleged Violation  
 
Enforcement Order statistics are based on 2018 Commission hearings through 
October 30, 2018.  
 
NOAV statistics are based on NOAVs issued from January 1, 2018, through 
November 30, 2018. 
 
One additional Commission hearing will be held on December 17-18, 2018. A 
supplemental report covering all enforcement orders and NOAVs issued in 2018 will 
be posted to the Commission’s website in January 2018. 
 



2018 Commission Enforcement Orders Report 
 

 
Table 1 summarizes all Commission Enforcement Orders issued in 2018, through 
October 30, 2018.  Commission Enforcement Orders issued in 2018 resolved NOAVs 
issued during the current or previous years.  A Commission Enforcement Order 
results from the Commission issuing an Order Finding Violation (“OFV”) after a 
hearing or approving an Administrative Order by Consent (“AOC”) that Commission 
Staff and the operator negotiated. 
 
Table 2 lists information specific to each Enforcement Order, including the violations 
alleged in each underlying NOAV; total penalty imposed; and factors that contributed 
to the penalty calculation. 

 
 
 

Table 1: 2018 Commission Enforcement Orders Summary 

 
 
 

Total Orders  27 
 AOCs 26 
 OFVs 1 
 Other (Bond Foreclosures) 0 
Total No. of NOAVs Resolved by 
Orders  36 
Total No. of Cited Violations 
Resolved  59 
Orders with Penalties  26 
Orders without Penalties  1 
 Total Penalties $3,577,796 
 Suspended Penalties $498,781 

 

Penalties Imposed on 
Defunct and/or Non-
Responsive Operator $312,853 

 Maximum Penalty $1,603,530 
 Minimum Penalty $4,110 
 Average Penalty $132,511 

 Median Penalty $45,435 



Operator Operator # NOAV Nos. NOAV Date Violations in 
Order

Penalty (Total)

Penalty Imposed on 
Defunct and/or Non-
Responsive Operator 

(Y/N)

Penalty 
(Suspended)

Penalty 
Days

Daily 
Penalty

Aggravating 
Factors

Mitigating 
Factors

Pattern of 
Violation 

(Y/N)

Gross 
Negligence or 

Knowing & 
Willful 

misconduct 
(Y/N)

AOC or OFV Other Rationale Docket No. Order No. 
(1V)

Final Order Date

2RC OPERATING LLC 10681 401583821 3/28/2018 312 $73,600 N $0 368 $200 None None N N AOC

Consolidation of 
Violations; Statutory 
Maximum; Financial 

Assurance 
Foreclosure

180600394 675 10/29/2018

ALAMOSA DRILLING INC 900 401411477 9/19/2017 1102.d $4,335 N $0 389 $15 None None N N AOC

Proportionality 
Adjustment; 
Settlement 
Inducement

180400001 661 4/30/2018

CRESTONE PEAK 
RESOURCES OPERATING 

LLC
10633 401440391 9/14/2017 912.a $10,000 N $0 1 $10,000 None None N N AOC

Consolidation of 
Violations

180300017 665 8/1/2018

CRESTONE PEAK 
RESOURCES OPERATING 

LLC
10633 400955107 12/17/2015 324A.a $0 N $0 21 $0 None None N N AOC Other 180100018 663 6/11/2018

DONNELLY CASING 
PULLING CO

24775 401449214 11/3/2017
210.b.; 309; 326; 

603.f.; 1102.d.
$251,523 Y $231,523 2279 $110 None None N N AOC

Duration Matrix; 
Suspended Penalty; 
Financial Assurance 

Foreclosure; Inability 
to Pay

180100034 659 4/30/2018

ENTEK GRB LLC 10323 401077780 7/15/2016 326.b. $61,330 Y $0 394 $156 None None N N OFV

Commission Hearing; 
Duration Matrix; 

Financial Assurance 
Foreclosure

180900660 676 10/29/2018

EXTRACTION OIL & GAS, 
INC.

10459 401296515 5/31/2017 1002.f $10,000 N $0 2 $5,000 None None N N AOC Statutory Maximum 170900524 660 3/19/2018

GREAT WESTERN 
OPERATING COMPANY LLC

10110 401542296 2/12/2018 602; 605.d. $52,700 N $0 18 $2,928 None None N N AOC

Consolidation of 
Violations; Settlement 
Inducement; Duration 

Matrix

180600296 669 8/1/2018

HILCORP ENERGY 
COMPANY

10133 401163497 12/9/2016 1002.f; 1004.a $144,232 N $72,116 749 $5,000 None None N N AOC
Settlement 
Inducement

170500094 671 8/1/2018

HOLCOMB OIL & GAS INC. 40547 401411480 9/25/2017 1102.d $4,110 N $0 369 $15 None None N N AOC
Proportionality 

Adjustment
180300004 658 3/19/2018

KERR MCGEE OIL & GAS 
ONSHORE LP

47120 401564512 3/6/2018 606A.h. $15,000 N $0 1 $15,000 None None N N AOC

Statutory Maximum; 
Public Project; 

Commission Hearing; 
Rule Reclassification

180700383 667 9/17/2018

LARAMIE ENERGY LLC 10433 401419967 10/4/2017 1002 $59,000 N $0 16 $3,688 None None N N AOC Duration Matrix 180300012 662 4/30/2018
MCWHINNEY HOLDING 

COMPANY LLP
55960 401411483 9/25/2017 1102.d. $5,655 N $0 377 $15 None None N N AOC

Proportionality 
Adjustment

180100006 655 1/29/2018

NOBLE ENERGY INC 100322 401294258 5/30/2017 1002.f $135,040 N $40,512 392 $5,000 None None N N AOC
Settlement 
Inducement

180100023 670 8/1/2018

Table 2: 2018 Commission Enforcement Orders
Includes Orders through October 30, 2018



NOBLE ENERGY INC 100322

401711123; 
401711127; 
401711131; 
401711137; 
401711140; 
401711148; 
401711156; 
401711161

7/24/2018 326.b (8); 326.f (8) $1,603,530 N $0 3859 $416 None None N N AOC
Duration Matrix; 

Public Project
180900672 668 9/17/2018

PDC ENERGY INC 69175 401542544 2/14/2018 909; 1004.a. $189,300 N $37,860 412 $459 None 2 N N AOC

Duration Matrix; 
Settlement 

Inducement; 
Suspended Penalty

180400298 678 10/29/2018

PIONEER NATURAL 
RESOURCES USA INC

10084 401589097 3/28/2018 324A; 906.d; 907A $45,435 N $0 147 $308 None None N N AOC
Duration Matrix; 

Settlement 
Inducement

180700506 673 9/17/2018

PLATINUM GAS 
PROPERTIES LLC

10274 401411487 9/25/2017 1102.d. $4,335 N $0 389 $15 None None N N AOC
Proportionality 

Adjustment
180100008 653 1/29/2018

SCHREIDER & COMPANY, 
INC.

76859 401309814 7/11/2017 707 $65,670 N $45,670 611 $107 None None N N AOC Inability to Pay 171000550 656 3/19/2018

SPRINGDALE PARTNERS 
LLC

10487 401412048 9/25/2017 1102.d. $8,160 N $0 544 $15 None None N N AOC
Proportionality 

Adjustment
180100009 672 9/17/2018

SRC ENERGY INC 10311
401371832; 
401378585

8/17/2017 317.p.; 318A.f. $5,000 N $0 2 $2,500 None None N N AOC Policy Table Values 180100033 654 1/29/2018

SRC ENERGY INC 10311 401480461 12/8/2017 606A.h $30,000 N $0 3 $10,000 None None N N AOC 180400119 664 4/30/2018
TOP OPERATING 

COMPANY
39560 401245081 4/12/2017 603.f; 906.a. $80,101 N $0 620 $2,500 None None N N AOC

Settlement 
Inducement

170900407 674 9/17/2018

TOP OPERATING 
COMPANY

39560 401562368 3/5/2018
324A.b, 603.f., 
905.b., 906.a., 

1004.a.
$621,110 N $71,100 1087 $571 None None N N AOC

Settlement 
Inducement 

Suspended Penalty
180600376 679 10/29/2018

URSA OPERATING 
COMPANY LLC

10447 401257007 4/12/2017
§34-60-121(1), 

C.R.S.
$29,600 N $0 38 $779 None None N N AOC Duration Matrix 180300131 657 3/19/2018

WESCO OPERATING INC 95520
401297902; 
401406173

06/01/2017; 
9/19/2017

324A; 906.b; 1101 $53,920 N $0 121 $446 None None N N AOC

Consolidation of 
Violations; 

Proportionality 
Adjustment; Duration 

Matrix

180300157 666 6/11/2018

WESTERN GAS 
RESOURCES, INC

26400 401343967 7/19/2017 1004 $15,110 N $0 483 $31 None None N N AOC
Duration Matrix; 

Remediation Costs
171200650 677 10/29/2018

Total Penalties Assessed $3,577,796

A. Aggravating Factors B. Mitigating Factors 

1. The violator acted with gross negligence or knowing and willful misconduct. 1. The violator self-reported the violation. 
2. The violation resulted in significant waste of oil and gas resources. 2. The violator demonstrated prompt, effective and prudent response to the violation, including assistance to any impacted parties. 
3. The violation had a significant negative impact on correlative rights of other parties. 3. The cause of the violation was outside of the violator's reasonable control and responsibility, or is customarily considered to be force majeure. 
4. The violator was recalcitrant or uncooperative with the Commission or other agencies in correcting or responding to the violation. 4. The violator made a good faith effort to comply with applicable requirements prior to the Commission learning of the violation.
5. The violator falsified reports or records. 5. The cost of correcting the violation reduced or eliminated any economic benefit to the violator, 
6. The violator benefited economically from the violation, in which case the amount of such benefit shall be taken into consideration.       excluding circumstances in which increased costs stemmed from non-compliance. 
7. The violator has engaged in a pattern of violations. 6. The violator has demonstrated a history of compliance with the Act, and Commission rules, orders, and permits.



 
 

2018 Commission Notices of Alleged Violation Report 
(Through November 30, 2018) 

 
Table 3 summarizes all Notices of Alleged Violation (“NOAVs”) the Commission 
issued from January 1, 2018, through November 30, 2018, and indicates whether an 
NOAV has been resolved (“closed”) or is still pending (“open”).  For each 2018 
NOAV, Table 4 indicates whether it is open or closed, and as appropriate, whether a 
penalty was imposed, the penalty amount, and other relevant information.  
Withdrawn NOAVs are not included in the statistics. 
 
The following statistics are for those NOAVs issued as of November 30, 2018 

 
 

Table 3: 2018 Commission Notices of Alleged Violation Summary 
 

 

Total NOAVs Issued 
(1/1/2018 through 11/30/2018) 
(Does not include withdrawn NOAVs)  129 
 Total Open  115 
 Total Closed  14 

   
11 % Of Total 

Resolved 
Resolved by Order With Penalty  14 
Resolved by Order Without 
Penalty  0 
Resolved Without Penalty  0 
   
Total Penalties Assessed $2,600,675 

 
Maximum Penalty Assessed $621,110 

 
Minimum Penalty Assessed $15,000  

 
Average Penalty Assessed $185,763 

 
Median Penalty Assessed $196,285 

 



NOAV No.  NOAV Date Operator Name Closed (Y/N) Docket No.
Order No.           
(1V-___)

Penalty (Y/N) Penalty Amt. Resolve Date

1 401583821 3/28/2018 2RC OPERATING LLC Y 180600394 675 Y $73,600 10/29/2018
2 401781123 10/5/2018 31 OPERATING N 190100032 N
3 401785055 10/5/2018 8 NORTH LLC N 190100077 N
4 401781488 10/5/2018 ABILENE PERFECT ENERGY JV LLC N 190100033 N
5 401562363 3/5/2018 BARRETT CORPORATION* BILL N 190100018 N
6 401562889 3/5/2018 BARRETT CORPORATION* BILL N 180600374 N
7 401562901 3/5/2018 BARRETT CORPORATION* BILL N 180600374 N
8 401781508 10/5/2018 BEEMAN OIL & GAS LLC N 190100036 N
9 401474318 1/8/2018 BONANZA CREEK ENERGY OPERATING COMPANY LLC N 190100009 N

10 401474319 1/8/2018 BONANZA CREEK ENERGY OPERATING COMPANY LLC N 190100009 N
11 401474320 1/8/2018 BONANZA CREEK ENERGY OPERATING COMPANY LLC N 190100009 N
12 401474321 1/8/2018 BONANZA CREEK ENERGY OPERATING COMPANY LLC N 190100009 N
13 401474322 1/8/2018 BONANZA CREEK ENERGY OPERATING COMPANY LLC N 190100009 N
14 401474323 1/8/2018 BONANZA CREEK ENERGY OPERATING COMPANY LLC N 190100009 N
15 401474324 1/8/2018 BONANZA CREEK ENERGY OPERATING COMPANY LLC N 190100009 N
16 401474325 1/8/2018 BONANZA CREEK ENERGY OPERATING COMPANY LLC N 190100009 N
17 401829387 11/7/2018 BP AMERICA PRODUCTION COMPANY N 190100085 N
18 401756440 9/7/2018 BURLINGTON RESOURCES OIL & GAS LP N 190100030 N
19 401541465 2/9/2018 CAERUS PICEANCE LLC N 180400294 N
20 401733750 8/15/2018 CAERUS PICEANCE LLC N 181000718 N
21 401755554 9/6/2018 CAERUS PICEANCE LLC N 190100028 N
22 401781534 10/5/2018 CAERUS PICEANCE LLC N 190100037 N
23 401781535 10/5/2018 CALCO DBA CALLISTER CO N 190100038 N
24 401781550 10/5/2018 CITATION OIL & GAS CORP N 190100039 N
25 401781551 10/5/2018 COLORADO INTERSTATE GAS COMPANY LLC N 190100040 N
26 401781555 10/5/2018 CORAL PRODUCTION CORP N 190100041 N
27 401645588 5/18/2018 CRESTONE PEAK RESOURCES OPERATING LLC N 181000650 N
28 401781556 10/5/2018 CRESTONE PEAK RESOURCES OPERATING LLC N 190100042 N
29 401584525 3/23/2018 CUB CREEK ENERGY N 180900501 N
30 401584528 3/23/2018 CUB CREEK ENERGY N 180900501 N
31 401607590 4/13/2018 CUB CREEK ENERGY N 180900501 N
32 401722207 8/2/2018 CUB CREEK ENERGY N 190100024 N
33 401722210 8/2/2018 CUB CREEK ENERGY N 190100025 N
34 401781559 10/5/2018 D J SIMMONS INC N 190100043 N
35 401509601 2/9/2018 DAKOTA EXPLORATION LLC N 180400295 N
36 401781562 10/5/2018 DANMAR PRODUCTION COMPANY LLC N 190100044 N
37 401724680 8/7/2018 ENERGY INVESTMENTS INC N 181000719 N
38 401781563 10/5/2018 ENERGY QUEST II LLC N 190100045 N
39 401781737 10/5/2018 EOG Y RESOURCES INC N 190100076 N
40 401564342 3/6/2018 EXTRACTION OIL & GAS INC N 180600381 N
41 401652006 5/24/2018 EXTRACTION OIL & GAS INC N 181000651 N
42 401652009 5/24/2018 EXTRACTION OIL & GAS INC N 181000651 N
43 401652011 5/30/2018 EXTRACTION OIL & GAS INC N 181000651 N
44 401652012 5/24/2018 EXTRACTION OIL & GAS INC N 181000651 N
45 401652013 5/24/2018 EXTRACTION OIL & GAS INC N 181000651 N
46 401652015 5/24/2018 EXTRACTION OIL & GAS INC N 181000651 N
47 401689612 6/29/2018 EXTRACTION OIL & GAS INC N 181000652 N
48 401733851 8/17/2018 EXTRACTION OIL & GAS INC N 181000720 N
49 401781569 10/5/2018 EXTRACTION OIL & GAS INC N 190100046 N
50 401568650 3/13/2018 FIFTH CREEK ENERGY OPERATING COMPANY LLC N 181200382 N
51 401781577 10/5/2018 FOUNDATION ENERGY MANAGEMENT LLC N 190100047 N
52 401655540 5/30/2018 GADECO LLC N 181000653 N
53 401542296 2/12/2018 GREAT WESTERN OPERATING COMPANY LLC Y 180600296 669 Y $52,700 8/1/2018
54 401509204 1/11/2018 GRYNBERG* JACK DBA GRYNBERG PETROLEUM CO N 180400275 N
55 401509238 1/11/2018 GRYNBERG* JACK DBA GRYNBERG PETROLEUM CO N 180400275 N
56 401509243 1/11/2018 GRYNBERG* JACK DBA GRYNBERG PETROLEUM CO N 180400275 N
57 401562370 3/5/2018 GUNNISON ENERGY LLC N 180600375 N
58 401840466 11/15/2018 GUNNISON ENERGY LLC N 190100086 N
59 401677789 6/19/2018 H & M PETROLEUM CORPORATION N 181000654 N
60 401677564 6/19/2018 HIGHPOINT OPERATING CORPORATION N 190100018 N
61 401781493 10/5/2018 HIGHPOINT OPERATING CORPORATION N 190100034 N
62 401597186 4/5/2018 HRM RESOURCES II LLC N 180700502 N
63 401665886 6/7/2018 HRM RESOURCES II LLC N 181000656 N
64 401729881 8/17/2018 HUNTINGTON ENERGY LLC N 181000721 N
65 401781587 10/5/2018 JAVERNICK OIL N 190100048 N
66 401597129 4/17/2018 KCPI LLC N 180700503 N
67 401564512 3/16/2018 KERR MCGEE OIL & GAS ONSHORE LP Y 180700383 667 Y $15,000 9/17/2018
68 401756432 9/7/2018 KERR MCGEE OIL & GAS ONSHORE LP N 190100029 N
69 401781590 10/5/2018 KP KAUFFMAN COMPANY INC N 190100049 N
70 401781593 10/5/2018 KUGLER* DEAN & JOE DBA D-J OIL COMPANY N 190100050 N
71 401781631 10/5/2018 LARAMIE ENERGY LLC N 190100051 N
72 401781634 10/5/2018 LASSO OIL & GAS LLC N 190100052 N
73 401733261 8/14/2018 LONGS PEAK RESOURCES LLC N 181000722 N
74 401639996 5/15/2018 LORENTZ OIL & GAS LLC N 181000657 N
75 401639998 5/15/2018 LORENTZ OIL & GAS LLC N 181000657 N
76 401639999 5/15/2018 LORENTZ OIL & GAS LLC N 181000657 N
77 401640001 5/15/2018 LORENTZ OIL & GAS LLC N 181000657 N
78 401541541 2/9/2018 MAGPIE OPERATING, INC N 190100008 N
79 401541545 2/9/2018 MAGPIE OPERATING, INC N 190100008 N
80 401578935 3/20/2018 MUSTANG RESOURCES LLC N 181200504 N
81 401781639 10/5/2018 NATURAL RESOURCE GROUP INC N 190100053 N
82 401711123 7/26/2018 NOBLE ENERGY INC Y 190100024 668 Y $178,650 9/17/2018
83 401711127 7/24/2018 NOBLE ENERGY INC Y 190100025 668 Y $206,850 9/17/2018

Table 4: 2018 Commission Notices of Alleged Violation
NOAVs Issued from January 1, 2018 through November 30, 2018



NOAV No.  NOAV Date Operator Name Closed (Y/N) Docket No.
Order No.           
(1V-___)

Penalty (Y/N) Penalty Amt. Resolve Date

84 401711131 7/24/2018 NOBLE ENERGY INC Y 190100026 668 Y $210,910 9/17/2018
85 401711137 7/24/2018 NOBLE ENERGY INC Y 190100027 668 Y $209,550 9/17/2018
86 401711140 7/24/2018 NOBLE ENERGY INC Y 190100028 668 Y $205,400 9/17/2018
87 401711148 7/24/2018 NOBLE ENERGY INC Y 190100029 668 Y $184,950 9/17/2018
88 401711156 7/24/2018 NOBLE ENERGY INC Y 190100030 668 Y $203,270 9/17/2018
89 401711161 7/24/2018 NOBLE ENERGY INC Y 190100031 668 Y $203,950 9/17/2018
90 401733265 8/14/2018 NOBLE ENERGY INC N 181000723 N
91 401781642 10/5/2018 OMIMEX PETROLEUM INC N 190100054 N
92 401781645 10/5/2018 OXY USA WTP LP N 190100055 N
93 401781647 10/5/2018 PARADOX UPSTREAM LLC N 190100056 N
94 401542544 2/14/2018 PDC ENERGY INC Y 180400298 678 Y $189,300 10/29/2018
95 401781649 10/5/2018 PDC ENERGY INC N 190100057 N
96 401710231 7/23/2018 PETROSHARE CORPORATION N 190100023 N
97 401755039 9/6/2018 PETROSHARE CORPORATION N 190100026 N
98 401755067 9/6/2018 PETROSHARE CORPORATION N 190100027 N
99 401785147 10/5/2018 PETROSHARE CORPORATION N 190100078 N

100 401811692 10/26/2018 PETROSHARE CORPORATION N 190100081 N
101 401605720 4/12/2018 PETROX RESOURCES INC N 180700505 N
102 401589097 3/28/2018 PIONEER NATURAL RESOURCES USA INC Y 180700506 673 Y $45,435 9/17/2018
103 401781653 10/5/2018 PONCHO PRODUCTION COMPANY N 190100058 N
104 401781659 10/5/2018 PROSPECT ENERGY LLC N 190100059 N
105 401781663 10/5/2018 QEP ENERGY COMPANY N 190100060 N
106 401781668 10/5/2018 RENEGADE OIL & GAS COMPANY LLC N 190100061 N
107 401781672 10/5/2018 RIO MESA RESOURCES INC N 190100062 N
108 401781506 10/5/2018 ROBERT L BAYLESS PRODUCER LLC N 190100035 N
109 401781675 10/5/2018 ROSEWOOD RESOURCES INC N 190100063 N
110 401811668 10/26/2018 SAGOUSPE* JEAN P N 190100079 N
111 401811689 10/26/2018 SAGOUSPE* JEAN P N 190100080 N
112 401781676 10/5/2018 SANTA FE NATURAL RESOURCES INC N 190100064 N
113 401811695 10/26/2018 SANTA FE NATURAL RESOURCES INC N 190100082 N
114 401811697 10/26/2018 SANTA FE NATURAL RESOURCES INC N 190100083 N
115 401811699 10/26/2018 SANTA FE NATURAL RESOURCES INC N 190100084 N
116 401781682 10/5/2018 SONTERRA ENERGY, L.L.C. N 190100065 N
117 401781684 10/5/2018 STEHLE OIL COMPANY N 190100066 N
118 401764897 9/17/2018 SUNBURST INC N 190100031 N
119 401781685 10/5/2018 TABULA RASA ENERGY LLC N 190100067 N
120 401781687 10/5/2018 THOMAS L SPRING LLC N 190100068 N
121 401781692 10/5/2018 TIGGES OIL LLC N 190100069 N
122 401562368 3/5/2018 TOP OPERATING COMPANY Y 180600376 679 Y $621,110 10/29/2018
123 401781694 10/5/2018 URSA OPERATING COMPANY LLC N 190100070 N
124 401781696 10/5/2018 UTAH GAS OP LTD DBA UTAH GAS CORP N 190100071 N
125 401781701 10/5/2018 VECTA OIL & GAS LTD N 190100072 N
126 401655414 5/29/2018 VERDAD RESOURCES LLC N 181000658 N
127 401781704 10/5/2018 VERDAD RESOURCES LLC N 190100073 N
128 401781706 10/5/2018 WHITING OIL & GAS CORPORATION N 190100074 N
129 401781710 10/5/2018 WISE* WAYNE L N 190100075 N
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